a fighter, 
on and off 
the mat 


Wrestling standout 
Caleb Richardson is 
winning again at 

Old Dominion after a 
long, painful setback. 
SPORTS 
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Health care, education 
top Northam’s to-do list 


GOVERNOR-ELECT SAYS he believes politicians need to find a better and less caustic 
approach to political discourse. “This is a time for healing,” he says. 


By Bill Bartel 
The Virginian-Pilot 


RICHMOND 
VEN BEFORE Ralph 
Northam is to be 
sworn in Saturday 
as Virginia’s gover- 
nor, he’s contemplat- 
ing what he wants to 

leave behind in four years. 

“My legacy would be to make 
sure that all Virginians have 
access to good health care and 
that all of our children have ac- 
cess to a world-class education. 
If I can do those two things, I’ll 
be content with my four years,” 
Northam said. 

Not that it’s all he has on his 
mind as he and his wife, Pam, 
move this weekend from their 
Norfolk home to the Governor’s 
Mansion. 

In a wide-ranging interview 
Tuesday in his sparsely fur- 
nished temporary office next 
to the Capitol, Northam reit- 
erated his election promises. 
Among them: more state sup- 
port of colleges and univer- 
sities, expanded pre-school 
programs, teacher pay rais- 


See NORTHAM, PAGE 5 
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PARTING THOUGHTS 
FROM GOVERNOR 


Gov. Terry McAuliffe touts 
economic growth and voting 
rights as major achievements. 
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Democrat concedes 
in once-tied House 
94th District race. 
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STEVE EARLEY | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 


Gov.-elect Ralph Northam poses by a painting of Gov. Henry Alexander Wise in his transition office in the Old 
City Hall building in Richmond. Wise, like Northam, was a native of Accomack County. 


TRUMP COOL 
TO IDEA 

OF MUELLER 
INTERVIEW 


The president says 
that he has seen no 
evidence of collusion 
with Russia, so does 
not see a need. 
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IMMIGRATION 
AGENTS RAID 
T-ELEVENS 


U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
agents blitzed 98 
stores in a search for 
illegal workers. 
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Lure of free 
food strong for 
fans of 
Chick-fil-A. 
Page 2 


Teacher who 
was arrested 
after board 
meeting gets 
wide support. 
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After a week off, students 
finally head back to class 


STEPHEN M. KATZ | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 


By Mike Connors | The Virginian-Pilot 


ATRINA SMITH has enjoyed a fun - and even 
productive — week off from school thanks to last 
week’s snowstorm. 
She spent her free time catching up with friends, 
including some she doesn’t get to see often. She 
also put together a perfect Rubik’s Cube -the result of two 
days of hard work after a classmate’s challenge. 
But by Wednesday afternoon, she was ready to get back 
to school. 
“Tm kind of bored,” the Grassfield High junior said. 
Well, kids, snowcation’s over. 
All five South Hampton Roads school divisions will open 
today on a two-hour delay. 
Katrina and other Hampton Roads students have been 
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Grassfield 
High School 
junior Katrina 
Smith watches 
her brother 
Sean solve 

a Rubik’s 

Cube on 
Wednesday. 
Katrina said 
she enjoyed 
the first few 
snow days 

off, but soon 
became bored. 


food fads are dumb 


From bacon to avocado toast, gastronomic 
whims are often commercially driven. And let’s 
face it, bacon is not a fad. 

COMMENTARY IN THE DAILY BREAK 


more tolls ahead 


On the day new toll lanes opened on Interstate 
64, astate board approved putting more of 
them on the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel. 
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Exempt Florida 
from offshore 
drilling? Why 
not Virginia? 
Congressmen on 
opposing sides want 
their state exempt 


By Bill Bartel 
The Virginian-Pilot 


U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine and 
U.S. Rep. Scott Taylor said 
Wednesday if the Trump ad- 
ministration is exempting 
Florida from its decision to 
open all U.S. coastal waters 
to gas and oil drilling, then 
Virginia also needs to be ex- 
cluded. 

But Kaine, a Democrat, 
and Taylor, a Virginia Beach 
Republican, don’t agree on 
the best way to make their 
cases. Both blame party poli- 
tics but for different reasons. 

Secretary of the Interior 
Ryan Zinke said Tuesday he 
was excluding Florida from 
Trump’s new push for off- 
shore drilling. That decision 
came after Florida Gov. Rick 
Scott, a Republican, objected 
-as did the state’s two sena- 
tors and most of its congress- 
men -because of the damage 
an oil spill could inflict on 
the state’s tourism industry. 

Kaine cried foul. 

“T’ve heard loud and clear 
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New pier at 
Oceanfront 
advances, but 
doubts persist 


Critics on council 
say city investment a 
poor use of resources 


By Stacy Parker 
The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 

A wooden relic juts out 
from the resort area’s 
shoreline. The Virginia 
Beach Fishing Pier, a land- 
mark near 15th Street, has 
changed little in nearly 70 
years. Its rustic tackle shop, 
souvenir store and venerable 
Ocean Eddie’s restaurant are 
still fixtures. 

If the city gets its way, it 
will build and own a more 
modern pier - a concrete, 
two-level showpiece with 
new restaurants and shops. 
Maybe even a giant Ferris 
wheel. 

But not everyone is on 
board with the idea. Among 
the issues raised at Tues- 
day’s City Council briefing: 
Why there, and is a new one 
necessary? 

“I don’t want to look at 
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Soucy 
High near 6O. 
Low near 50. 
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